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Please Join Us As We Pray For:

All of Our Military, Their Family’s & All the Civilian Workers in The Middle East, Zee Mink Fuller and
Family, Her son’s Bryan Armstrong and Hunter Hackie, Daughter Shannon, and Brother Philip
Thornsberry, Johnnie Stephens, Alecia Stephens, and children, Buckie Thompson, Frank & Sonya Trusty,
Frank & Dawana Reigel, Diane & Smoke, Andrew Preston, Larry & Martha Mollette and Her Family
Juanita her daughter, Lana Paul, Tyrell Loyd, Ted O'Bonion, Larry Mollette Il & Family, Kerry Adcock,
Kim Reich, Danny Mollette, cousin Kayla, Lee & Mary Mollette, Joshua Kidd, Matthew Kidd, Ronnie and
Sarah Henderson, Ronnie Henderson Jr. & Children, Ricky Henderson and Family, Velma Hammond, Don
Hammond and Families, Donna Johnson, James and Luann Reynolds, Timothy Fails, Nathan Fails, Jacob
Ramsey, Jerry Hughes, Gina, Brother Kelley and Sister Hinson, Patricia Hinson, Diane Thomas, Jace Fails,
Jim and Linda Meier, Keith Johnson, Carolyn Davis, Vickie Adkins, Shirly King - Son David — and family,
Brother Robert and Sister Jennifer Keller, Christel and her daughter, James Jackson and wife, Hailey Renee
McManus, Little Cam Works, Brother Dan Sullivan the work in Thailand, Brother Raul and the work in
Romania, Bro. Sergey Mochalov and the Churches in Russia.

The Pastors Message:

Understanding God’s Word.
1 Corinthians 2:6 — 14
Subject: Spiritual understanding verses Natural understanding.
V. 14 “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

I will begin by asking this all-important question, who among us rightly understands the “Word of God”?
Well, it is most certain that there is one right understanding of God’s Word and all others are wrong. God’s
Word is an “in context and without contradiction” book, there is one doctrine and one direction to God’s
Word, Holy in its nature. Here in 1 Corinthians 2:6 — 14 The Apostle Paul is talking about the spiritual
nature of understanding verse the natural way of understanding, one is wrong, and the other is correct, one
is Truth, and the other is non-truth. The bible is a Spiritual Book unintelligible by mankind in its totality, it
must be Spirit taught. This is an absolute fact; the lost will never utterly understand the contents of the bible
“...because they are spiritually discerned.” The question now must be what is the meaning of being “being
spiritually discerned”? A.H. Strong’s defines it this way, - they are unable to scrutinize, that is, (by
implication) investigate the bible -, Thayer defined it this way — they are unable to examine or judge the
excellence or defects of the bible -. This means that the bible is written like a puzzle, and no one in the
natural state of mind will ever intelligibly comprehend any form of it. Even the most intelligent of God’s
creation cannot comprehend and rightly assemble God’s puzzle of truth. Paul said in V. V. 10 - 11 "But
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." Please look awfully close to these words, “But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit... ” God’s Spirit does not communicate with the lost or the natural
person in any form in their lost state. Even with the saved He only communicates to a limited level. To the
lost person the bible makes no sense, their natural understanding prevents them from seeing the truth of the
bible, they simply will never put the puzzle together. Paul speaking about his lost Jewish countrymen said
this, "For | bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being
ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God." Romans 10:2 - 3 The Gentiles are no different than the Jews,
the world is full of lost and spiritually unintelligible creatures with a great zeal attempting to understand,
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worship, and preach God’s word, but it is all in vain. Dead spirits know nothing.

Now, let us look at the believers scriptural understanding. A Christian has two natures, their natural nature,
and a spiritual nature. A Christian still lives under their natural nature until the Holy Spirit moves us in our
spiritual nature to over-ride our old nature. Therefore, Christians do not in unity understand the scriptures,
we are NOT one bible, one doctrine, one understanding, but we ought to be, right. While Christians have
limited understanding no one among us has an infallible understanding of the puzzle called the bible. Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:9 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” God before the foundation
of the world pre-ordained every single believer a predestinated life and understanding of His puzzle called
the bible. Even to the believer the bible is unintelligible, if it were not then every believer would understand
His word in unison and without error. All believers would be scripturally in one accord. The bible is a
Spiritually written book, that means the Holy Spirit wrote the bible through men whom God chose to write
it thru time. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God...” 2Tim. 3:16 This means every word of the
bible, except the words in italics are absolutely the words of God. Paul said “...for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God... so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” The “no
man” includes Christians, for the Christian must be taught of God by His Holy Spirit, and if they are not
then they will never put the puzzle together. Note these words, “...the things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God.” This means — the mystery or the hidden counsels or purposes of God -. The bible is a
revelation and is revealed only to believers, as God has chosen for us to understand it. Just because we read
and study the puzzle does not mean we have the spiritual ability to assemble the pieces in its correct form
to complete the puzzle, no one will complete the puzzle completely correct. Paul wrote “Now there are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:4 spiritual gifts are, any gift given by the Holy
Spirit and that includes scriptural understanding. God can make the weakest intelligible Christian biblically
smarter than those who hold a PhD among us. Human intelligence may make one a smarter and greater
speaker, but it makes them no smarter in biblical soundness. John wrote “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:” Joh 16:13 He also wrote these words, “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” John 14:26 Even the Apostle Paul
recognized this truth, “But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me
was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me. (11) Therefore whether it were | or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.” 1 Corinthians 15:10 —
11. No matter how hard we work, how hard we study, we are only what God has elected to make us, as
Christians and understanding His word. We need to all pray that our understanding is correct and pray that
God will continue to connect the pieces of His puzzle in our hearts.

Tokens of God's love!
By Letters of John Newton

Trials no less than comforts — are the tokens of God's love. All is regulated by His infinite wisdom. You
will find cause to praise Him even for the severe afflictions.

Cisterns must be broken — but the fountain of living waters is always full and always flowing!

Gourds must wither — but the tree of life has shade and fruit sufficient for us all, and at all times!
Creatures must die — but the Lord lives!

Creatures are like candles; while they burn — they waste away; and when they are extinguished, those who
depend upon them are covered with darkness. But the Lord is a Sun to His people, and His bright beams of

consolation can well supply the lack of the candlelight of creature comforts!

"l know, O LORD, that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. May Your unfailing love be my comfort."
Psalm 119:75-76




