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Please Join Us As We Pray For:

All of Our Military, Their Family’s & All the Civilian Workers in The Middle East, Zee Mink Fuller and
Family, Her son’s Bryan Armstrong and Hunter Hackie, Daughter Shannon, and Brother Philip
Thornsberry, Johnnie Stephens, Alecia Stephens, and children, Buckie Thompson, Frank & Sonya Trusty,
Frank & Dawana Reigel, Diane & Smoke, Andrew Preston, Larry & Martha Mollette and Her Family
Juanita her daughter, Lana Paul, Tyrell Loyd, Ted O'Bonion, Larry Mollette Il & Family, Kerry Adcock,
Kim Reich, Danny Mollette, cousin Kayla, Lee & Mary Mollette, Joshua Kidd, Ronnie and Sarah
Henderson, Ronnie Henderson Jr. & Children, Ricky Henderson and Family, Velma Hammond, Don
Hammond and Families, James and Luann Reynolds, Timothy Fails, Nathan Fails, Jacob Ramsey, Jerry
Hughes, Gina and Kirk, Brother Kelley and Sister Hinson, Patricia Hinson, Diane Thomas, Jace Fails, Jim
and Linda Meier, Keith Johnson, Vickie Adkins, Shirly King - Son David — and family, Brother Robert and
Sister Jennifer Keller, David Henderson and Wife, Hailey Renee McManus, Little Cam Works, Sister Ann
McSwain, Roselyn Pardillo and Family and those that work with her, Hailey Beaver, Stanley Giles, Brother
Justin Bookout and family, Chris and Sister Bookout, Brother Dan and Sunny Sullivan the work in
Thailand, Brother Raul and the work in Romania, Bro. Sergey Mochalov and the Churches in Russia.

Pastor’s thought for the week.

Mankind, Even Christians adds nothing to God!

“But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:
That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:27 — 31

First, one must understand that God is Sovereign in all things, that means God is totally independent in
everything. God does not need mankind; mankind needs God in everything. God said, “...no flesh should
glory in his presence.” This means even Christians have nothing to glory of because every good and perfect
work is from God. God said, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” James 1:17 Every good and
compete work a Christian is a gift from God, therefore it is all by God’s wonderful grace. God is
Omniscient meaning God knows everything, God is Omnipotent which means God is all powerful, God is
Omnipresent, which means God is everywhere at one time, God is Omni holy, which means He is all Holy,
and so on and so on... God is completely full on everything to the point He does not change. God said of
Himself, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” The meaning of these two words, variableness,
and shadow of turning which means that God does not change, nor does God turn nor has any darkness of
error. If God is perfect and truly Sovereign, then noting can be added to God. Paul was truly a great man of
God, I'm almost certain that he was probably one of the most dedicated men of his time to God. The Holy
Spirit used him to pen more books of the bible than any other person, he was used of God to be that Apostle
to the Gentiles and the churches. But with all Paul did he never claimed glory, nor did he believe he added
anything to God. God said this about our accomplishments as Christians, “Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” Hebrews
13:20 — 21 Absolutely no glory to man at all, we do nothing pleasing to God or brings glory to God except
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it is given to us in and through Jesus Christ. Paul said of all his beautiful and glorious works on this earth,
“But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but
I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore
whether it were | or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.” 1 Corinthians 15:10 — 11 He was giving God
all Glory because Paul know everything he did for God was a gift of grace and sovereignty and not him. In
verse 11 Paul said God could have used anyone to accomplish His will not just me. Paul knew that he
coming from an evil past of persecuting the church that he deserved never to be used of God to be the
Apostle to the church age, but see God know Paul would be perfect to carry out His will to the church age.
God said, “For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man
the measure of faith.” Romans 12:3 because “For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain
also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.” Acts 17:28 This tells us that in Christ: we
live in him, move in him, and are in him. Without him we not only can do nothing, but without him we are
nothing. God gives us grace and that grace is returned to Him in glory, “And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist.” Colossians 1:17 Please never be under the illusion that you are special, or smarter,
or better, or that you have blessed God, because without God’s gift of grace and power of accomplishment
we could never please God, ever!

The choicest, sweetest, wisest and strongest Christian!

By Various Authors

Thomas Manton: "What is the reason that there is so much preaching, and so little practice? For lack of
meditation. The end of study is information—and the end of meditation is practice, or kindling of the
affections. The end of study is to hoard up truth. The end of meditation to lay it forth in holy conduct. To
hear sermons and not to meditate upon them, is unfruitful. We may hear and hear, but it is like putting a
thing into a bag with holes!"

Arthur Pink: "Meditation upon the Word of God is one of the most important of all the means of grace
and growth in spirituality, yes there can be no true progress in vital and practical godliness without it.
Meditation on Divine things is not optional but obligatory, for it is something which God has commanded
us to attend unto."

"Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” Joshua 1:8

"But his delight is in the Law of the LORD, and on His Law he meditates day and night." Psalm 1:2

"I meditate on Your precepts, and consider Your ways." Psalm 119:15

"Oh, how I love your law! | meditate on it all day long." Psalm 119:97

"My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that | may meditate on Your promises.” Psalm
119:148

Charles Spurgeon: "Some people like to read so many chapters every day. | would not dissuade them
from the practice, but I would rather let my soul soak in half a dozen verses all day, than rinse my hand in
several chapters. Oh, to be bathed in a text of Scripture, and to let it be sucked up into your very soul, till it
saturates your heart! Set your heart upon God's Word! Let your whole nature be plunged into it as a cloth
into a dye!"

Thomas Brooks: "It is not the bee's touching of the flower which gathers honey, but her abiding for a time
upon the flower which draws out the sweet. Just so, it is not he who reads most, but he who meditates
most—who will prove to be the choicest, sweetest, wisest and strongest Christian!"

Philip Henry: "It is easier to walk six miles to hear a sermon, than to spend one quarter of an hour in
meditating upon it when | come home."

Church News:

Happy Anniversary to Brother Frank & Sister Dawana Reigel Monday October 18™




