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Please Join Us As We Pray For:

All of Our Military, Their Family’s & All the Civilian Workers in The Middle East, Zee Mink Fuller and
Family, Her son’s Bryan Armstrong and Hunter Hackie, Daughter Shannon, and Brother Philip
Thornsberry, Johnnie Stephens, Alecia Stephens, and children, Frankie Baldridge and daughter, Buckie
Thompson, Frank & Sonya Trusty, Frank & Dawana Reigel, Diane & Smoke, Andrew Preston, Larry &
Martha Mollette and Her Family Juanita her daughter, Lana Paul, Tyrell Loyd, Ted O'Bonion, Larry
Mollette 11 & Family, Kerry Adcock, Kim Poole, Danny & Nita Mollette, their cousin Kayla, The Muncy
Family, Lee & Mary Mollette, Joshua Kidd, Matthew Kidd, Ronnie and Sarah Henderson, Ronnie
Henderson Jr. & Children, Ricky Henderson and Family, Velma Hammond, Don Hammond and Families,
Donna Johnson, James and Luann Reynolds, Timothy Fails, Nathan Fails, Jacob Ramsey, Jerry Hughes,
Gina, Brother Kelley and Sister Hinson, Patricia Hinson, Diane Thomas, Clair and Jace Fails, Jim and
Linda Meier, Keith Johnson, Carolyn Davis, Vickie Adkins, Shirly King, Tim Thomas and the Thomas
family, Brother Robert and Sister Jennifer Keller, Brother Dan Sullivan the work in Thailand, Brother Raul
and the work in Romania, Bro. Sergey Mochalov and the Churches in Russia.

The Pastors Message:

God’s Sovereignty Part 9
Subject — God’s Blessed Grace
Text - Ephesians 1:6a “To the praise of the glory of his grace...”

I believe to have this is proper context we need to read verses 5 and 6 together. “Having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.” Christians that
understand the bible understand about the grace of God. We understand it is God’s gift to us and in every
part of our life here on earth and beyond this fleshly life. After Nebuchadnezzar’s chastening of the Lord
Nebuchadnezzar said these words about God, “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing:
and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? ” Daniel 4:35 As horrible as it must have been for
Nebuchadnezzar it was God’s grace that brought him to his proper senses about God and His power and
Grace. Now, God could have just brought Nebuchadnezzar’s heart right with God, but it was God’s
pleasure to lead him through the fire to deliver him. It was also God’s good pleasure to deliver His own
dear Son into the hands of Satan and mankind to be crucified so that we as Christians could be delivered
from Satan, as He prophesied in Genesis 3:15 “And | will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” The Lord Jesus had
His heel bruised but by that bruising, Jesus Christ crushed and will eventually crush the serpent’s head until
he is dead of all powers. All of this was accomplished by God’s good pleasure of His will before the
foundation of this world was ever created and manifested in “due time”. God told us in Ecclesiastes

3:1 “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:” The word “season”
means an appointed time, that is “to every purpose under the heaven” and God will exercise His Appointed
Will as it is manifested according to His predetermined “due time”. Then we see these words written by the
hand of Paul in Romans 5:6 “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly.” Then we also see these words also written by Paul, Galatians 4:4 — 5 “But when the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were
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under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” God the Father ordained to sacrifice His one
Beloved Son on that cross at the hands of Satan and lost people to redeem a remnant of lost unworthy souls,
because it was “the good pleasure of his will” to do so. All this because it was also “the good pleasure of
his will ” to make us His “adoption of sons.” Some people falsely proclaim that salvation is a merit or work
on our part, but salvation is a glorious gift of God’s grace because He willed it before the foundation of the
world. “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness,
and the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:22 — 23 Because it was God’s good pleasure and will to save your soul, not
because of any works on your part.

But God said, “To the praise of the glory of his grace... ” One must ask, why, why did God do this and how
we bring glory to God. God said in verse 3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ... ”
One must ask, if God is self-existent and God is eternal and if God is unchangeable, then how exactly is
God blessed in us? God is only blessed in Himself every blessing from God is to return the blessings to
God. We do not add anything to God, because we are not doing anything to add to God. If we study the
bible in it’s proper context then we see that everything we do in this life as Christians is God’s blessing to
us being returned to Him in our actions. This is exactly why Paul said “But by the grace of God | am what |
am...” 1 Cor. 15:10. Paul understood that everything he was as a Christian was by God’s grace to him and
the Holy Spirits working thru him. He never gave himself credit of glory because all glory was God’s
working in Him. For example, God elected us, saved us, called us to preach, gave us the knowledge of the
bible, gave us a church or work to minister, advances our ministry, saves sinners, adds to the churches, and
brings our ministries to an eventual end. Therefore, | must ask this question, what blessings belong to us?
Every detail of my ministry is to God’s credit by God’s grace to me, | am blessed of God, therefore, |
deserve no credit or praise, God does, and all blessings is God’s. If is a scriptural fact that God has ordained
or predestinated every inch of your life before the foundation of the world. Acts 15:18 “Known unto God
are all his works from the beginning of the world.” If it is a work of God, He ordained it before the
foundation of the world. God does not work by chance as time moves on.

Two filthy rooms!
By Arthur Pink

"And when the Spirit comes, He will convict the world of sin, and of God's righteousness, and of the coming
judgment.” John 16:8

In one room, the blinds are raised and the sunlight streams in, exposing the filth all around.

In the other room, the blinds are lowered, and one walking through the room would be unable to discern its
real condition.

Thus, it is in the case of one who has been renewed by the Spirit: his eyes have been opened to see the
awful filth which lurks in every corner of his heart.

But in the case of the unregenerate, though they have occasional twinges of conscience when they act
wrongfully, they are very largely ignorant of the awful fact that they are a complete mass of corruption in
the pure eyes of the thrice holy God.

Abraham acknowledged, "l am dust and ashes!" Genesis 18:27
Job said of himself, "I am vile!" Job 40:4

David admitted, "I am a worm!" Psalm 22:6

Isaiah confessed, "Woe is me! | am ruined!" Isaiah 6:5

Peter affirmed, "l am a sinful man, O Lord!" Luke 5:8

Paul considered himself, "The chief of sinners!" 1 Timothy 1:15

Church News:

I will be out of the pulpit next Sunday 3/22 because | will be attending and speaking at the Bible
Conference at the Northside Baptist Church in Oakdale, La. Because of this Brother Justin Bookout will be
speaking in my place here in Texarkana, Texas.




